HELLENISM is AXCIENT INDIA

S. Davies, Bentley, J. Warren, Bailey, Delambre and others,
the theories and processes of Indian astronomy thus came to
be analysed and understood about the end of the iSth
and the beginning of the igth century, already with an accu-
racy and completeness which have left comparatively little to
be accomplished by later researches.

Various hypotheses on the historical aspect of Indian
Astronomy, were already set forth by early inquirers. The
great French astronomer, M. Bailey was inclined to view the
Indian system as embodying elements established at a very
early period, long anterior to the rise of the Greek astronomy.
J. Bentley going to the other extreme, maintained that the
Siddhantas are quite recent fabrications, mistakenly or rather
deceitfully assigned to early periods. Others again, struck by
the fundamental similarity above referred to between the
Hindu methods and those of the Greek astronomers, favoured
the view that the Hindu system is at any rate posterior to the
developed Greek system, which was for the first time fully ex-
plained in the great astronomical treatise of Ptolemy (Klaudios
Ptolemaios, 140 A.D.). It is, as may be here mentioned
at once, the latter view which has in the course of the last
century established itself more and more firmly among the
Western scholars. And as in the course of the igth century,
the entire literature of ancient India came to be studied with
increasing thoroughness and width of outlook by Western
Savans as well as by Hindu scholars of the modern type, in
connection therewith, passages of astronomical bearing and
interest were collected from all the branches of that vast
literature including the large mass of Vedic writings.

Of the great antiquity, not only of the Hindu nation but
of Indian astronomy generally, the first definite evidence was
afforded to European investigators by the publication of certain
astronomical tables in the "Memoirs of the Academy of
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